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Film Europe Media Company and DAFilms.cz film portal 

present Sacro GRA, winning film of Venice IFF 

Prague, March 31, 2014 – On May 5, 2014, the first documentary film to ever win at the Venice IFF, 

Sacro GRA, will enter regular theatrical distribution as well as TV distribution on Film Europe 

Channel and online distribution on DAFilms.cz portal. The joint project is realized by Film Europe 

Media Company, rights holder of the film, and DAFilms.cz VoD platform, which introduces global 

documentary films to Czech and Slovak audiences. 

“One highway, hundreds of (extra)ordinary stories” 

The Italian film by director Gianfranco Rosi (El Sicario: Room 164, Below Sea Level) has surprisingly 

dominated last year’s edition of the Venice International Film Festival. Sacro GRA introduces Rome in 

an unusual way; by means of the Grande Raccordo Anulare highway and the lives of people living 

right next to it. The director has been making the rich mosaic for over two years. The victory of the 

film was surprising both to the audiences and to the very filmmaker, who said emotionally: “I would 

never, ever have believed a documentary would win Venice film festival.” Legend of Italian film and 

member of the jury of experts, director Bernardo Bertolucci, had no doubt about the winner: “I 

wanted to be surprised and Rosi’s film was surprising. It was a unanimous choice. The world, the 

spaces in the film, had something Franciscan about them. There was a real sense of purity, the jury 

felt a poetic force,” Bertolucci said during the presentation of the Golden Lion. Having attracted the 

audiences with his previous films with untraditional protagonists, such as a Mexican mass murderer 

in the documentary El Sicario: Room 164 or a commune of outcasts living voluntarily in a South 

American desert in Below Sea Level, Italian director Gianfranco Rosi has now ranked among the 

famous holders of the Golden Lion such as Jean-Luc Godard, Luis Buñuel, Luchino Visconti or, to 

name a few contemporaries, Darren Aranofsky and Sofia Coppola. 

Film Europe Media Company is a cinema, TV and VoD rights holder to Sacro GRA in the Czech 

Republic and Slovakia. The company has decided to team up with DAFilms.cz portal, make use of its 

experience and introduce the documentary in the unique day-and-date release format. On a single 

day, the film will be premiered in cinemas within the Documentary Monday series, on TV at the Film 

Europe Channel and online at DAFilms.cz. “Sacro Gra is a unique documentary which deserves a 

unique way of presentation. Film Europe is a leading distributor of European films in Czech cinemas 

and in the unique television project Film Europe Channel. We were looking for an experienced partner 

in the field of VoD. Therefore we have made use of the opportunity offered to us by Doc Alliance Films 

and have decided to try the model of releasing the film on a single day and at a single time at all 

distribution platforms. What is globally unique is the fact that the film is introduced not only in 

cinemas and on demand but also on television. We believe in the success of the project and its 

applicability for our future activities,” says Ivan Hronec, president of Film Europe Media Company, 

which has already distributed over 200 leading European films in Czech cinemas and at Czech 



festivals. Diana Tabakov, acquisitions manager of DAFilms.cz portal, which has already premiered the 

acclaimed films Spirit of 45 and An Episode in the Life of an Iron Picker online, adds: “It is quite 

common today to acquire a film online in the very same year it was made, even at the beginning of its 

distribution. It is clear that the film industry must comply with the wishes of enthusiastic viewers who 

want to see the film right after it is reviewed in the press. By doing so, we are preventing the illegal 

spreading of films to a certain degree while introducing arthouse films to general audiences that are 

already used to searching for culture online.” 

DAFilms.cz online portal is the main project of the Doc Alliance festival network comprised of 7 key 

European documentary festivals (CPH:DOX, DOK Leipzig, FID Marseille, Jihlava IDFF, Planete Doc Film 

Festival, Visions du Réel, Doclisboa). It is an international platform of online distribution of 

documentary and experimental films with an emphasis on European cinema. It offers over 900 films 

available worldwide for streaming or download for a small fee. 

The mission of Film Europe is European film. With offices in Prague, Bratislava, London and Cannes, 

FILM NEW EUROPE MEDIA COMPANY buys, coproduces, distributes (in cinemas, on VoD and DVD) 

and broadcasts (on its own television channels) exclusively European films. Since 2009, it has brought 

over 200 top-class films to the programmes of Czech, Slovak, Hungarian and Polish cinemas and 

festivals. In September 2013, it has opened the KINO FILM EUROPE festival cinema in Bratislava. In 

2014, it has launched the Crème de la Crème festival of French film. Film Europe is a European leader 

in the fields of acquisition, festival releases, theatrical distribution and television broadcasting of 

European films. 
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                                  Director Gianfranco Rosi during the shooting of Sacro GRA 
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